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United States. In his speech introducing the bill to repeal the
Embargo, Mr. OaJhoun had said, in reference to the fears of the
manufacturing interests, that this resolution was a strong pledge
that the House would not suffer the manufacturers to be unpro-
tected in case of a repeal of the restrictive system; and that he
himself hoped that at all times and under every policy they
would be protected with due care. Mr. "Webster, in reply to
this, said that with respect to manufactures it was necessary to
speak with some precision. He was not their enemy; he was
their friend, but he was not for rearing them, or any other in-
terest, in.hot-beds. He would not legislate precipitately, even
in favor of them; above all, he would not profess intentions in
relation to them which he did not purpose to execute. He felt
no desire to push capital into extensive manufactures faster
than the general progress of our wealth and population propels
it. After adding some general remarks on the character and
effects of great manufacturing towns, as contrasted with the in-
fluences of agricultural pursuits, he closed this part of the dis-
cussion as follows:

" I have made these remarks, sir, not because I perceive any immediate
danger of carrying our manufactures to an extensive height, "but for the
purpose of guarding and limiting my opinions, and of checking, perhaps,
a little the high-wrought hopes of some who seem to look to our present
infant establishments for ' more than their nature or their state can bear.'
It is the true policy of government to suffer the different pursuits of society
to take their own course, and not to give excessive bounties or encourage-
ments to one over another. This, also, is the true spirit of the Constitu-
tion, It has not, in ray opinion, conferred on the Government the power
of changing the occupations of the people of different States and sections,
and of forcing them into other employments. It cannot prohibit com-
merce any more than agriculture, nor mantifactures any more than com-
merce. It owes protection to all. I rejoice that commerce is once more
permitted to exist; that its remnant, as far as this unblessed war will
allow, may yet again visit the seas, before it is quite forgotten that we
have boon a commercial people. I shall rejoice still further when I .see
the 0-ovornmont pursue an independent, permanent, and steady system of
national polities; when it shall rely for the maintenance of rights and the
redress of wrongs on the strength and resources of our own country, and
break off aD, measures which tend, in any degree, to connect us with the
fortunes of a foreign power."

It is important to remember that this was said in 1814,